
 

 

Denali National Park Bus Tour Options - 2026 

Tundra Wilderness Tour 

The Tundra Wilderness Tour is the premier tour of Denali National Park and Preserve! This tour offers wonderful diversity for visitors. 

Incredible scenery, a narrated history of the park road, and some of the best opportunities to view the park’s wildlife inhabitants await you on 

this tour. 

The Tundra Wilderness Tour will guide you along the spectacular road corridor, promising different experiences every day, as Denali’s wildlife 

moves at its own pace and according to the seasons. Travel to the Murie Cabin near the East Fork River to experience where Adolf Murie lived 

while conducting his famous research inside what was then known as Mount McKinley National Park! 

 

Times:  as early as 7:30AM, last tour typically at 4:30PM.  Every hour or so, with peak times having a tour on top of the hour. 

Denali Natural History Tour 

The Denali Natural History Tour focuses on the rich natural and cultural history of Denali National Park. Several interpretive stops enhance the 

experience with an hour of off-bus experiences. Beginning with a stop at the Denali Bus Depot, learn about the creation of the Denali Park 

Road with the film “Across Time and Tundra.” Next, visit the historical Savage Cabin to learn how the cabin was once used, and how it 

continues to be used today. Finally, a stop at Primrose Ridge to experience a memorable Alaska Native presentation that will enlighten you 

with how the land has been used for nearly 10,000 years! Your driver/naturalist will provide a great introduction to the landscape, geology, and 

history of Denali National Park and Preserve aboard the Denali Natural History Tour. 

Times:  Typically available at 6:00AM and 1:00 PM. 

East Fork Transit (hop on, hop off) 

THIS IS NOT A NARRATED TOUR! IT IS ONLY TRANSPORTATION.  The East Fork area offers access to the East Fork River for hiking in multiple 

directions. Enjoy scenic views and wildlife viewing opportunities while traveling over Sable Pass to reach this destination. This half-day bus trip 

is perfect for those looking to spend time hiking in the backcountry of Denali National Park and Preserve! Buses depart multiple times each 

day. Reservations are for specific departure times.    

The Denali Transit Buses provide a “hop on/hop off” system for those looking to experience Denali National Park and Preserve on their own 

timeline. However, reservations to enter the park are made for a specific departure time so please arrive a minimum of 20 minutes early at the 

Denali Bus Depot prior to your reserved departure time to board the bus. Once your bus is underway and has left the paved section of the 

roadway, passengers can “hop on/hop off” at their discretion by simply requesting to be let off the bus. To catch another bus, simply stand 

anywhere along the Denali Park Road in the direction in which you wish to travel, then wave down any green bus. If the first bus is full, you 

and your party will have to wait until the next bus. Transit buses are green buses and will have a sign which indicates the destination of the bus 

is heading. Buses generally run about every 30 minutes on average. 

 

Times:  4.5 hours roundtrip, starting at 6:30AM and the last bus departing the Transit Center at 4:30PM.  Most buses operate every 30 – 60 

minutes. 

Tour Turnaround Point Duration Cost for Adult Cost for Child 

Tundra Wilderness 
Tour 

Mile 43 – East Fork 5.5 Hours $165 $85 

Denali Natural History 
Tour 

Mile 17, Primrose Ridge < 5.5 Hours $135 $70 

East Fork Transit Mile 43 – East Fork 4.5 hours $45 FREE 

 

Entry to the park is $15 USD per person unless you have a pass.   Most hotels/lodges in Glitter Gulch offer complimentary shuttles 

to the Denali Bus Depot where you will board any of the above busses; this is not nearby the visitors center or café/shop (about 

a 10 minute walk).   Tours require prepayment and subject to cancel/change fees.  Tours are non-refundable within 7 days of 

travel.    



 

 

Main Entrance Map 

 

Note: Denali Bluffs, Denali Princess Lodge, Grande Denali, Rainbow Motel, and Westmark Chalet/Holland America Denali are all located in GLITTER GULCH.  

Road Map 

 


